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(ESV) 8:4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at
Ramah
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8:5a and said to him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in your
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8:1 When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges over Israel.
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8:2 The name of his firstborn son was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah;
they were judges in Beersheba.
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8:3 Yet his sons did not walk in his ways but turned aside after gain. They took
bribes and perverted justice.
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8:5 and said to him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in your ways.
Now appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations.”
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8:6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.”
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And Samuel prayed to the Lord.
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Deuteronomy 17:14 “When you come to the land that the Lord your God is giving
you, and you possess it and dwell in it and then say, ‘I will set a king over me, like all
the nations that are around me,’
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17:15 you may indeed set a king over you whom the Lord your God will choose.
One from among your brothers you shall set as king over you. You may not put a
foreigner over you, who is not your brother.
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8:7 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people in all that they say

to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king
over them.
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8:8 According to all the deeds that they have done, from the day | brought them

up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are
also doing to you.
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1 Samuel 8:20 that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may
judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.”
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Deuteronomy 17:18 “And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall
write for himself in a book a copy of this law, approved by the Levitical priests.
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Deuteronomy 17:19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of

his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God by keeping all the words of this law
and these statutes, and doing them,
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Deuteronomy 17:16 Only he must not acquire many horses for himself or cause
the people to return to Egypt in order to acquire many horses, since the Lord has said

to you, ‘You shall never return that way again.’
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Deuteronomy 17:17 And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his
heart turn away, nor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold.
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